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New Species, - By Brent Barrett and Francesca Cunninghame

he unique opportunity to participate in the Blue-
throated Macaw Project and the team from the World
Parrot Trust was too good to miss. Having worked
extensively with critically endangered parrots in New
Zealand (Kakapo, Strigops habroptilus and Orange-
crowned Parakeet, Cyanoramphus malherbi) and Australia
(Western Ground Parrot, Pezoporus wallicus and Orange-
bellied Parrot, Neophema chrysogaster) we were very keen to
see the management challenges in other complex
environments.

The basic principles of species conservation are relatively
simple. You need to locate and map all populations,
protect habitat and individuals from all forms of
reduction and educate people in methods for their future
protection. That is where the simplicity ends. The
challenges of conservation management are many. The
environment can be socially and physically challenging.
There is often a lack of knowledge of conservation
needs and methods. And of course there are often
limited resources in terms of time and person hours.
Almost all projects face these difficulties and the real skill
is how to overcome them. The BTM project has crafted
numerous strategies to overcome these challenges. These
include working extensively with volunteers from around
the world, fostering good relationships with the local
people and NGOs and developing strategies to combat
any new challenges encountered.

Despite a lot of previous and new knowledge there is
still much to learn about this threatened species which is
essential for its survival. In the immediate future it is
imperative to:

1. Maximize the survival of all hatchlings so that 100%
of monitored chicks fledge.

2. To protect all fertile eggs during the very vulnerable
incubation and rearing stages. This will require the
same stoic commitment from managers, staff and
dedicated volunteers utilizing some clever
conservation techniques, such as hand raising,
fostering and egg candling. The result will be
maximized productivity which will augment the
delicate satellite populations which constitute the
genetic security of the species.

We truly enjoyed our time with the Blue-throated Macaw
project. Working with the team and the animals was truly
rewarding and we hope to return to help again in the
future.

New Challenges
T

Blue-throats commonly hatch more than one chick but typically only one, if any, survives to
fledging. To counteract this mortality, chicks are weighed daily (or even twice a day early
on) and fed as needed. As a result, mortality from starvation was reduced to zero and the
number of fledglings per successful nest doubled.
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