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most intelligent and charismatic
birds in the Caribbean. It is a
perfect conservation flag ship
species to promote the
preservation of biodiversity in
forest regions that it inhabits in
the wild." Sweeney also stated
"Graeme Hall Nature Sanctuary
welcomes the invitation to assist
the forestry department of St.
Vincent & the Grenadines in a
field conservation programme for
this species and has made a formal
five-year commitment to participate
in the new conservation programme."
The invitation for the visit of Mr.
Weekes was made by the Graeme
Hall Nature Sanctuary to enable
the St. Vincent forestry
department to be briefed upon
their recent history and care of
these birds. The parrot is the
national bird of St. Vincent & the
Grenadines and is considered to
be a priority for behavioural
ecology research.

Eggs needed for
Research in the UK
Fertile eggs with living embryos
are needed to enable research into
viral diseases in parrots to
continue. Scientists at the Central
Veterinary Laboratory in Surrey,

UK, have obtained valuable
information in recent years, on
PDD (Proventricular Dilatation
Disease) and other viral diseases
affecting parrots, as the result of
culturing cells from parrot eggs. If
you can donate eggs with live
embryos (especially those of
African Greys), Please contact
Sally Drury on 01932 341111.
Grey Parrots’ eggs are needed most
of all and those of many other
parrot species would be useful.

F o rmation of the
Cape Parrot Wo r k i n g
G ro u p
by LOUISE WARBURTON, University
of Natal, South Africa, Email:
warburtonL@nu.ac.za

The Cape Parrot Working Group,
CPWG, was officially inaugurated
at a meeting held at the Mkombati
Nature Reserve, Eastern Cape on
the 5 & 6 March 2001. The group
comprised a core assembly of
people involved with: research
and monitoring of the Cape Par rot
in the wild, provincial nature
authorities, and local aviculturists
involved in breeding the species
in captivity. The aim of the
workshop was to facilitate
contact-building and
communication with the objective
of promoting the long-term
conservation of the Cape Parrot in
the wild and captivity.

The Cape Parrot Poicephalus
robustus is recognised by the
IUCN (World Conservation Union)
as an Endangered species, with
approximately 500 birds left in
the wild. Their numbers and
habitat are declining. The future
of the species is precarious and
conservation action needs to be
taken now if the Cape Par rot is to
have any chance of survival in the
natural state. The CPWG is
dedicated to achieving this aim.

Smuggler Jailed, Tw o
L e a r’s Macaw
re t u rned to Brazil

After long drawn out legal action
in Singapore, Lawrence Kuah Kok
Choon, 27, was convicted of
smuggling two Lear’s Macaws. He
was jailed for a year, and fined
$10,000. Evidence contributing to
his conviction was provided by
Dr. Carlos Yamashita, Brazil’s
leading parrot expert, and by Dr.
Charles A. Munn, USA.

Dr. Yamashita travelled to
Singapore to collect the two
macaws and repatriate them to
Brazil. The birds have now joined
the breeding group at Sao Paulo
Zoo.

We believe this may be the first
occasion on which CITES has been
successful in recovering and
returning smuggled parrots.

St. Vincent Forestry
Director visits
captive parrots in
Barbados
A senior official from the Forestry
department of St. Vincent & the
Grenadines was in Barbados
recently to visit a group of
endangered St. Vincent birds
living in Barbados as part of a
conservation and research project.
Mr. Nigel Weekes, Director of the
St. Vincent forestry department,
was in Barbados at the invitation
of the Graeme Hall Natur e
Sanctuary to visit a captive group
of St. Vincent Amazon Parrots that
have been living in Barbados since
the early 1970's. The group of
birds had originally been brought
to Barbados as part of the former
Oughteson Zoo collection. Since
the closure of the Zoo in 1998,
the birds have now been cared for
as part of a conservation outreach
programme managed by the
Graeme Hall Nature Sanctuary.
During his three-day working visit
to Barbados, Mr. Weekes worked
together with officials of the
Graeme Hall Nature Sanctuary to
draft a proposal whereby the
Sanctuary will participate in a new
five-year conservation programme
to be initiated by the St. Vincent
forestry department. The new
programme, which includes
elements of captive management
and research, study of the
behavioural ecology of the parrot
in the wild and a local education
campaign designed to encourage
the resident communities to help
protect the parrot by promoting a
stronger sense of national pride in
the endemic wildlife of St. Vincent
& the Grenadines.
Roger Sweeney, Associate Director
of the Graeme Hall Natur e
Sanctuary, stated "the St. Vincent
Amazon Parrot is one of the largest,

Mr Nigel Weekes, Director of St. Vincent Forestry Department with captive St. Vincent
Amazon parrots in Barbados. Photo: Roger Sweeney. Graeme Hall Nature Sanctuary

C o c k a t o o s
P o rt f o l i o

This new ‘Cockatoos Portfolio’ has
just been published by Forshaw
and Cooper.

For a copy of this splendid
descriptive brochure please
contact Nokomis Editions at:
PO Box 319, Clifton Hill, Victoria
3068, Australia. Phone:+61 3 9486
1756, Fax: +61 3 9482 3573, 
Email: nglavish@nokomis.com.au

Carlos Yamashita and the Lear’s
Macaws ready for transportation.

Lear’s Macaw at Sao Paulo Zoo.
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